
News from Mrs. Korol’s Language Arts Classes 

We started out the 2015-2016 school year with a BANG!  The students jumped 

right into work and began learning the procedures and routines of Readers’ and 

Writers’ Workshops.  In the first Reading Unit, we learned a lot about Realistic 

Fiction and how to tackle increasingly difficult fiction texts.  The students realized 

that the realistic fiction characters resemble “real” people and are complicated, 

which gives the readers a chance to unwrap the character’s layers to find out 

what is really underneath.  Presently, we are in the Unit II and are learning about 

nonfiction.  The children are confronting the complexities of nonfiction/information 

literature.  They are covering information about nonfiction structures, how parts of 

the text go together, hard/academic vocabulary, multiple main ideas, and there is 

more and more to come.  While reading a variety of “just right” leveled nonfiction, 

Mrs. Korol’s language arts students are working on the cross-content area 

project where they chose a topic that is covered in one of the other subject areas 

in fifth grade and explored this topic further with research.  These projects will be 

put together in the presentation format such as, Google Drive Presentations, 

brochure, poster…., and then, presented in front of the class of peers.  We are 

looking forward to hearing everyone’s presentations. 

During the writing portion of our language arts workshop, the students learned 

about narrative writing in Unit I.  During the first unit, the students worked hard on 

these “at the moment” stories, utilizing author’s craft, proper organization of the 

story, stretching out the problems in the story bit by bit to create tension, and not 

just listing but elaborating on the details.  Once our narrative unit was completed, 

we celebrated by sharing our finished narratives with everyone in the class. At 

the moment, the children are working in Unit II of our writing curriculum and are 

focusing on writing research reports.  This time, the students have to collect 

information from various sources about a nonfiction topic, take notes about this 

topic using the strategies learned in class (i.e. boxes and bullets), use technology 

to organize the notes into a cohesive outline, and of course draft an informational 

report of their own based on the uncovered research.  The kids’ are imagining 

themselves as real authors and thus, they will incorporate nonfiction features in 

their own texts that they had seen their mentor authors do in the published works 

we looked at in class.  This is a very complex writing piece – and the students 

are doing a great job stepping up to this writing challenge!  


